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inconsistent with his doctrine of the unreality of all
things save the one and only Self. Has not he told
himself that the world is only a series of dreams, throug
which the soul is fated to wander until it recover its
unity witk the sole reality, the f ontal spiritual essence ?
The.jnconsisteucy will be seen to be less thaji it ap-
pears, if we remember that the external things in his
philosophy, the philosophy of the TJpanlshads, are as
real as the minds that perceive them. This degree of
reality they have, and the .presentments of a dream.
have not. . Individual souls and their environments are
true for the many; they have an existence sufficient
to account for all that goes on in daily life; they are
real1 from the standpoint of everyday experience. The
visions of a dream are false from this standpoint In*
dividual souls and their environments are false for the
reflective few; their existence disappears in the higher
existence, to be won by abstraction and spiritual intui-
tion, they are unreal2 from the standpoint of meta-
physical truth. So long as a man is engaged in the
avocations of common life, the things he has to deal
with are teal enough for him. If neither he nor they
have the true and real being8 that belongs to Self
alone, they have their own conventional existence,4 an
existence that is enough to account for all we are and
do and suffer. If we use the language of metaphysical
truth, we must say that the existence of the seul and
its environment, apart from the* Self, is only enough to
account for all we seem to be and do and suffer; that
it. is spurious, fictitious, mere semblance; that it may
be negatived by spiritual intuition or ecstasy. But
such an existence is very different from the merely
apparent existence6 of the presentments of the dream-
ing phantasy, which are negatived by the ordinary
experience of the unphilosophic man. , This conven-
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